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| From. the PRESBYTERY of ANTRIM to the 


e. ; 85 


a/ Brethren, Beloved in EF 3524 Neu 
Led Jeſus Chriſt, 2 E 


eu 


8 | n 
HE General- Synod which met he 


alibly and deeply Wound the Cauſe of Noncoxror-' 
ir, bring a Reproach upon the whole Body of 
teſtant-Difſenters; prove Detrimental to the In- 
reſts of ſerious practical Religion, and has a Ten- 
cy to mar the Succeſs of the Goſpel both in 
lr own Congregations and in ours. To prevent 


CONGRE G ATIONS under their Care, 


Dungannon, June 28th, 1726; 


eon Tueſ- 
day laſt, gave a Deciſion on Saturday, which 

> not only affects you and us Direaly and Im- 
ediatly, hut in its natural Conſequences muſt very: 


. * » FLY f "< 4 
nr being impos'd upon Py calumnious F PRE ; 
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| 7 | Mifrepreſentations (M thods by which our 


| guiſh'd) we think it neceſſary, before we leave 


to the Presbyteries, to be ripen'd for the Judgment 
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an Inter 
went uf 
tion wa 
at their 
diſtinct 

n Opp 
wr Expe 
we diſlil 
Bodies, 

that it t 
cnvenic 


Diviſions have been chiefly Promoted, and by 
which Chriſtian Charity has been almoſt Extin: 


the Spot, and while Matters are freſh in our Me- 
mory, to give you the following brief Account of 
theſe unreaſonable Tranſactions, of which we were 
ehe and ear Witneſſes, ' | 
Tax laſt General-Synod, which met here in 
June 1725, having reſolv'd themſelves into two 
diſtindt Bodies of Subſcribers and Nonsſubſcribers, to 


conſider of Expedients for Peace; our ſubſcribingBre-Wſi: to | 
then introducꝰ'd into that Synod ſeveral Overture be mad: 
under that plauſible Title; ſome whereof were then ¶ contrary 
paſs'd into Acts; and Five of them Tranſmitted vas am 


nutes of 
great an 


of this preſent Synod: All the Five had a Tendency 
Points 41 


to make an open Rupture, - At the. ſame time our 


Brethren deſir'd us to, propoſe our Expedients for which - 
Peace. The ſhortneſs of Time did not then per- Ile, he 
mit us to finiſh a Draught of em; but after that contrar) 
Synod was over, and when we had got the Mud p 
nutes, we took that Affair into our Conſideration; ud the 
and having finiſh'd a Draught of Expedients for Peace EXPEL 

. we fcnt as many Copies as we cou' d. get convent- Synod, 
_ ently drawn to ſeveral Presbyteries ; and brought night h 
- to; this. Synod one Copy to be laid-before them. Wt our B 
aſſoon as the Reading of the Minutes of laſt Synod fre to | 
ſhouꝭ d introduce it in its due Courſe, reſolving to it of t. 
improve the Opportunities that might be offer: dib in op 


the Intervals between the ſeveral Seſſions of the ind by 
FSynod, for brotherly and free Conferences with Wo the * 
divers Members of the Synod for promoting Peace, ¶ vas Ad 


and for ꝓreventing an open Rupture amongſt us y be 


But this charitable Intention of ours was fruſtra f on th 


ted by a motion, which was made and carried in Abridg: 
ö . "a a 
* 5 


— 


ich our 
and by 


went upon any buſineſs in the Synod. The Mo- 


 Extin-WMtion was to this pnrpoſe, That the Synod wou'd 
e leave a their next Sederunt reſolve themſelves into twa 
Dur Me- ailinct Bodies, That the Subſcribers might have 


ount of 
ve were ur Expedients for Peace. To this we objected, that 
we diſlik d the Synod's meeting in theſe ſeparate 


here in bodies, that we found from former Experience, 


o two it tended to Divifion ; and that *rwas more 
'bers, to convenient, that the Nen: ſulſcribers ſhou'd be pre- 
ingkre · ¶ em to hear and anſwer the Objections that might 
erture be made againſt their own Paper; that this was 
re then contrary to good Order, to bring in firſt, what 
ſmittedi vas amongſt the laſt things contain'd in the Mi- 


nutes of the former Synod ; and we perceiv'd too 


dgment 
great an Zagerneſs in our Brethren, to bring the 


ndency 
me our 


ents fon which we fear'd might not come to a friendly 
en per- Ine, however our Expedients for Peace had a quite 
er that cantrary Tendency: None of theſe Arguments 
he Mud prevail either in the Inter loquitur or Synod 5 
ation; ad therefore we were oblidg'd to produce our 
Peace EXPEDIENTS on Wedneſday Evening in open 
nveni· ¶ Ynod. And that the whole Syned and Audience 
rought Wnight hear the contents of our Paper, which ſome 
them. of our Brethren ſnow d ſuch an extraordinary De- 


Synod 


er- du tin open Synod.; and then gave it to the Clerk, 


of the ad by order of the Synod twas to be deliver  - 
with Wo the Subſcribers next Morning; and the Synod* - 


Peace, ¶ was Adjourn'd till Friday Morning. That you 


gſt us Ray be the better able to judge of what follow'd'*, _ 
cult: won this, tis neceſſaty that we give you a ſhort 


ied 2 Abridgment of our Expedients for Peace. 


1 InterToquitur on Wedneſday Mornin ;, before they 


n Opportunity of conſidering, by themſelves, 


Fonts in Controverſy amongſt us upon the Stage, 


— — — — 


8 ire to have under their Conſideration, as to go 
ing to gut of the common Road to Introduce it, we Read 


— 
. 


1 1 
Ov firſt Expedient, the Foundation of all the a * 
reſt is, that ſeeing by the plain Goſpel Rules, the N other 
differences 0 udgment and Practice between .d i 

ſeribers and Non ee juſtify 2 Breach off, ALL. 
Communion, our Reverend Brethren wou'd (cri! S 
. - ouſly Conſider theſe Goſpel-precepts, enjoining i em 
Mutual-forbearancein theſe Matters, both for the) to £ 
Satisfaction of their own Conſciences, and of the n an 
Conſciences of their Hearers. Under this Expe- d F 
dient we State our own Principles upon the con culiar 
troverted Points, and ſſiow from many Texts of ing 
Scripture that *ris unlawful to break Communion e C 
on the Account of any of em. Our Principle e 
with relation to the Points Controverted amongſt N guilt 
us, are contain'd in Six Propoſitions, which we Leal for 
think proper to Inſert here, as they ſtand in our F Religit 
Paper, ſeeing the Synod have thought fit to found Fran 
the Breach upon them. PTY ee plac 


> Eons da en he Trut 

- . PROPOSITION I. Our Lord Jeſus Chr . 

the only Head, King and Lawgiver to his Church, hath 

by his invariable Laws Recorded in the New Teſtament, PRO 
_ perfettly and Juffcidhrly Determined all the Condition") Min 
and Terms which the Chriſtian Church, cr any part oi their. 5 
it, or any private Member or Members, or any Officer oi fe br 
Ojjcers in it, confidered either in his or their Relation" . 
to particular Churches, or Congregations, or to the Ca. yy os fu 
tholick Church, or to Ecclefiaſtical Aſſociations and Af i 0 Pr, 
ſemblies, ought to comply with in order to their being Qu ll uch 
| Lified for, Received into, and Continued in External Rt ce in 
ligious Communion, whether Miniſterial or Chriſtian "ny their. 
the Viſible- Church. All Chriſtians who Comply with 
Chriſt's Terms, have a Right by the Goſpel- Charter i 
be Received into Religious Communion in all Churches is 
which they are Called to it. And NO CHURCH 
fert of uninſpired Men, whether met in Synod, Contth 
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1 ; 
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& bis having all the other Miniſterial Qualification 
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ES - 
Law, by which an lutrunt into the. Miniſtry, who give 
ſufficient + Proof of his Soundneſs in the Faith, au 


and Abilities required in the Goſpel, ſhall be refuſed Li 
cence to Preach the Goſpel, Ordination, or Inſtalmen 


- meerly becauſe he refuſeth to give his Aſſent or A pR 
ſcription to the Weſtminſter-Confeffion, | as. the ſol de Me 
and Excluſive Tes? and Standard of Orthodoxy, aud Cb 
Term of Miniſterial-Communion. And ſeeing Chrif on th 
Himſelf hath neither made nor given any Power to other th 
to make any ſuch Law, it ought to be treated and conſi ben 7 
| dered by all Perſons Afﬀetted by it as'null .and void It med 14 
its ſelf. And it is the Duty of Miniſters' to Licences, 
'Ordain, and Inſtal upon a regular n al u n a; 
are | Qualified according to the Goſpel, any pretendii dar it 
Law or Canon of any Church whatfoever to the contraction 
1 notwithſtanding, g. ona 
. JJV Jetting 1 
-, PROPOSITION IV. To impoſe a D ne, « 
claration of Aſſent to the Weſtminſter-Conteſſion up „ Eve; 
on Parents, as the Condition of the Baptiſm of thei ence, def 
Children, is to add a new Term of Communion which holding 
Chriſt never appointed, to encourage implicit Faith, ail Wearly R 
the taking of the Name of God im Vain by the great u ad 
Number of Parents, uhoſe Ca acity, Education, au une 5,1 
Opportunities can't be ſuppoſed 2 efficient to enable then ure uur 
to make ſuch a Profeſſion with Underſtanding and Jud ud, f 
ment, is an arbitrary Refuſal of a'Seal of the Chniſtiu ¶ don 75 
Covenant, and a groſs abuſe of the Paſtoral Office | T3017 
therefore-e' can t in Conſcience joyn in any ſuch 1 pa Goſpe 
on, tho. ue ſcruple not to give our public Advice a e 
Recommendation, to Parents at the Baptiſm of thei} p R 
Children, ſeriouſly to peruſe the Weſtminſter- Confeſſiſ Healarar: 
on and Catechiſms, as A good Summary of the mi debſcribe 
Heads of the Chriſtian Ductrine; Comparing them witli orc 
te Mori of God, that their Faith ſtand not in th, ad 
* . „ FE 5 a 7 | Wi Om Work of” 
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who give OT | 5 AR ate 
tb Wiſdom of Men but in the Power of God; Au 
fication ar ey won d uſe them as good Helps for. their 
2. LY growth in Knowledge and for Teſtrutting their Children, 
oſtalmenW SO Be e ep On 
: 0 SA PROPOSITION V. The Requiring from 
the fol de Members of our Fudicatories, or from any other 
xy, au Criſtian in Communion with i, Declarations of Faith 
2 CH win the Penalty of Non-communiotf, while rhe Per- 
to other nn to make ſuch Declarations, ſtands in Juds- 
nd conf den upon © an Accuſation, and can't be fairly Con- 
void ii ved up Evidence ;=or, for the Removing of Jea- 


Licence pulies, even tho the Declaration ſpou d be Nequir ed, 


„ al u en an Apprehenfion in the Fudicatory veſuiling ut, 
dretendeſſ ar it will Contribute to the Glory of God and the Ei- 


e contra fiation of Sonulr, appears tb uf to be anew Term of 


Communion olich Chriſt hath not Preſcribed; aud the 


Win in the Church an exorbitant and #ibitrary 
ſe a Dene, contra 1 to the eſſential Rights of mura Equi- 
hon wy, Everfroe of Chriſtian Diſtipline, a futre to Conſe _ 
7 of 4 me, deſtructive of the Liberties of Chriſtians,” and the 
IN WHICH 


jolding of an Inquiſition, 7#ſtly Complained of, and 


wth, 4 fan) Refuted from the Holy Scriptures by the moſt pi- 
Keen dad Tearned Proteſtants of all Perſwafotts'; and @_ 
11 8 {ine Smiſſion to ſuch claims of Power, and a Compli- 

e then | 


1d Judged, ou d appear Trae and Fnportant to him upon © 
-hriſei wor the Declaration is impoſed, appears to us to e 
Office Wa faful Violation of ſome plain' and jmportaut Laus of 

vice uni ee, e ne,, A TOE x 
of the PROPOSITION, VL Subſeriprions and © 
-onfell-Wh-1:rations, which are call'd Voluntary, whey the _ 

he na nbſcrivers and Declarers ou, that the Non- ſub- 
_ rivers and Non-declarers muſt incur \a popular Odi- 


Wn, and are in Danger of being rendred Uſeleſs in the - 
Work of the Miniſtry, uh Repel to many at lat, 


who 


Viſdom 


f... 
who they know will break Communion with them on that I the ou 
Score, ſeem to us not to be really Voluntary, but WM neſs uf 
carry with them all the Force and Sting of real Impoſii- ¶ from 
ons, loaded with heavy and ſevere Penalties, und Year fc 
therefore ue can't in Conſcience Comply with them. WK Fxc 
WIE are ready to prove the Truth of al thee I ents fo 
Principles from the Word of God ; and we have impart 
evidently. Proved, in our aforeſaid Paper of Expe-W was cit 
dients, that the Goſpel-Laws enjoining Forbearance I with 1 
are applicable to them all. In the ſame Paper we conſide 
have anſwered all the Objections we could meet upon 
with againſt our being continued as Members of the Su 
the Synod, and their ſubordinate Judicatories; they 4 
have prow'd that our Sentiments concerning dients 
'CHURCH-POWER (which we particularly State) fels'd : 


are founded on the Holy Scriptures, and that theyMW All thi 
are ſufficient to guard againſt Hereſy and Impiety, on was, 
the one hand; and. againſt Church-Tyranny and the the de 
deſtructionof Chriſtian Liberty, on the other; and above 
that they are perfectly Conſiſtent with all the Eſſen ents fo: 
tial Principles of the Presbyterian Conſtitution. theſe F 
Our ſecond Expedient is, for waving all Queſtion mcerly 
that beget Strife and Contention, according to many are to 
Directions in the Epiſtles to Timothy and Ti O 
- which we expreſſly Quote. Our third Expedienti before 
«propoſes, mutual Care in both Parties, that one , ptepar 
, lay Stumbling-Blocks in one anothers way; and un Purpo: 
der this Head, we mention ſome of the chief I gntair 
ſtances of that Kind, which ought to be Preventeqſ - fit 4; 
and Removed. Our fourth Fxpedient propoſeth nod, a 
that our Conduct towards one another ſhould b the L. 
full of Charity, Humility. and impartial Juſtice ii (what 
where we inſiſt upon the healing Nature ot tne! to call 
Chriſtian Vertues, and apply them to ſereraſ pr/itio; 
things in the unhappy Situation of our preſent H ure 


viſions. . Laſtly, we propoſe fervent Prayer G | 
bs... : 6 th 128 
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| but to 
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es, and 
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re have 
| Expe- 
earance 
per we 
d meet 
bers of 
tories; 
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7 State) 
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Titus; 
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none 0 
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God 


— 


God of Peace, for the Peace of Jeruſalem, and for 


the out · pouring of the Spirit of Loye and Meek- 
neſs upon us all. In the {ame Paper we Refute, 


Year for a Breach. 1 . | 

FROM this ſhort Abridgment of our Expedi- 
ents for Peace, we might very ſafely appeal to all 
mpartial Men, and particularly to yourſelves, if it 


from Scripture, all the Overtures propoſed laſt 


was either Jaſt or Charitable to treat ſuch a Paper 


with negle&. And you'll be ſurpriſed, as all 


conſidering Men here were, when we aſſure you, 
upon 10 leſs Evidence than the plain Confeſſion of 


the Subſcribers themſelves in open Synod, that 


they did not ſo much as once read over our Expe- 


dients in their ſeparate Body; tho' it was the pro- 


feſs'd Deſign of their meeting to Conſider them. 
All they pretended to have Read in our Paper, 


was, an account of our Principles with Reſpe& to 
the debated Points contained in the Six Propoſitions - 


above Recited, Bur its Evident'that our Expedi- 
ents for Peace are of a quite different Nature from 


theſe Propoſitions; which were inſerted in our Paper, 


meerly to ſhew how Applicable our Expedients 
are to ſuch as maintain theſe Principles. 


before the Synod, an Overture, which had been 
prepared by their Committee, to the following 
Purpoſe, viz. That they judged ſome Principles 
pntained in our Propoſitions to be Ever five of the paci- 


B 2 


O Friday Morning, the ſubſcribing Body laid 


fit Act, of ſome other important Reſolutions of the g- 
nod, and of the Principles of our Conſtitution founded on 

the Laws of the Goſpel, Whereupon they reject 
(what they are pleaſed thro a very groſs Miſtake. 

to call) our new Terms of Peace contained in our Pro- 
Prfitions, as inconſiſtent with the peace and unity of this 
Church, and therefore declare againſt holding Mini- = 


ſteria!l 


ww 


8 0 
ſterial Communion. .with us in Church. Judicatories. 
HAVING obtained a Copy of this Overture, we 
prepared written Remarks upon it, of which we 
read em the rougt aght on Saturday Morning, 
they being ſo imp n of Delay, that they poli- 
pon d the Buſineſs they themſelves had appointed 
to be at that time Conſider'd, and urged us to 
Read our Paper before a fair Copy cou'd be made 
. - out. ©, We obſerved, in our Remarks, the bad Con- 
ſequences, in three ſucceſſive Synods, of their meet- 
ing in ſeparate Bodies; the Abſurdity of their mak- 
ing an Overture for a RUPTURE without ſo much 


as Reading over our Expedients for Peace, in 


which we had proved the Sinfulneſs of it; the Am- 
_ biguity of their General Cenſure of our Principles, 
without telling us which, of them they meant; or, 
what were the principles of our Conſtitution 
which they ſuppoſed them to be Everſive of; that 
this Ambiguity was deſtructive of Edification and 
Peace, tending to Encourage Ignorance and Un- 
charitableneſs ; calling upon them to Read over 
our Paper, and to anſwer our Arguments from 
Scripture, or to deſiſt from their Motion for a 
Breach; alledging and proving that their Overture 
Conta ind a plain Miſtake; for in it they Aſſert, 


that our terms of Peace are contained in our Propoſiti- 


ons, which is plainly to ſay, that we refuſed to live 
ir Peace with them, unleſs they won d declare them 
ſelves Nong ulſcribers ; whereas this is ſo far from be · 
ing True, that the very, Words of our Expedients 
fof Peace aſſert the contrary. In theſe Expedients 
we prove our terms of Peace to be the Goſpel 
terms of Peace, and therefore they can't be Incon- 
ſiſtent with the peace and unity of this Church, as 
the Committee alledge; concluding with a fair 
Warning of the difmal Conſequences; of ſuch. à 
Rupture, and of the great Guilt of all thoſe who, 
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EE 
ot ſatisfied with the Goſpel Terms of Peace, 
hou'd approve of this Overture, and Rent our Sy- 
10d, and the Miniſters and ion belong- 
ing to it, into Pieces. ** e 
ArrER the reading of our written Remarks up- 
01 the Overture, the Matter was debated for ſome 
Hours in the Synod. It is net poſſible for us, in 
the bounds of this Letter, to give you the Parti- 
culars of the Debate. But in General we muſt 
ure you, that we do not Remember, that one 
ext of Scripture was ever ſo much as Named, du- 
ing the whole Debate, to ſhow that any one of 
ur Principles was Erroneous, and far leſs for pro- 
ing that chey deſerved that we ſhou'd be caſt out 
the Synod : No Anſwer was given to the plain 
Kriptural Arguments in our Paper againſt a Breach, 
tho' they were often called upon to do it. NO 
HERESY, NO. IMMORALITY, NO COR- 
RUPTION in the Worſhip of God, NO 
WRONG Principle in Diſcipline ; nay, NO PAR- 
ICULAR Inſtance of any one Principle in us a- 
hint the Eſſentials of Presbyteriay Government 
uſo much as Alledged againſt us in the courſe 
the Debate. On the contrary, we both alledg - 
land proyed, that their Overture was deſtructive 
our Conſtitution. = 3 N 
ArrEx the Debate had been continued for ſome 
Hours, ſome of the Subſcribers Intimated, that 
Icy hoped. it wou'd be agreeable to the Synod, 
ad prevent Matters from coming to an Extremi- 
if we ſhou'd declare our Reſolution to wave 
r Priviledge of fitting in the next General- Synod, 
ad ſome added, that we ſhouꝰd likewiſe wave it 
the remaining Part of this Synod. To which we 
Awered, that tho' it was not Reaſonable for us 
bind ourſelves, by an abſolute Promiſe, that we 


wou'd 


| 


. . - F a * ' 
V 
wou'd all ſtay away from next Synod, becauſe 
the Affairs of our Congregations or ſome unfore- 
ſeen Event of Providence might determine our At- 


Earth, 
juſt Sei 


tendance, yet that, unleſs ſomething of that Nature TH 
ſhou'd happen, we were at preſenr Reſolved to Ml Mentic 
wave our Priviledge for uext Lear: And for the Revere 


remaining part of this Synod, we wou'd wave our MW whoſe 
Priviledge, provided themſelves thought the Affairs fandin 
wherein we were particularly Concerned cou'd Ml nents 1 
allow it. Upon which a Queſtion was moved to Ml byaſs'd 
be put, Whether our Conceſſions were Satigfactory in Dublin 


order to the dropping, at leaſt for this Year, the far- Ws 
ther Confideration of the Overture for a Breach? n0d, as 
But ſome whom nothing but a Rupture wou'd {a-WM nt by 
- tisfy, refuſed to put that Queſtion, and inſiſted up: theirs, 
on putting the Queſtion for approving of the di-M have tl 


viſive Overture; ſome calling for the firſti Queſtion, WM munior 
and others for the ſecond, a previous Queſtion was that th 
put, Which of the two ſhou'd be put? And it wa for the 
Carried, that the ſecond relating to the Overture, Word: 
and not the firſt relating to the ſatisfactorineſs off lick W 
ourConceſſions ſhou'd be put. This Vote was Carri- able Br 
ed by a very ſmall Majority of the whole Members; Exerci 
but there was a Majority of the Miniſters for put. greate! 
ting the Ferſt Queſtion, being above Forty againſiii niſtry: 
| Twenty Nine. The ſecond Queſtion being put, the tution 
Overture was Enacted; and divers Members Pro- think, 
teſted againſt it, for Reaſons which they after; their / 


Wards gave in to the Clerk. Thus, by the abſenco} Aſſoci: 


of divers moderate Miniſters, who had left the Scanda 
Town that Morning, the whole Affair took th or that 
uncom fortable Turn. And we took our leave o cils, v 
the Synod, Expreſſing our forgiveneſs of the 1 gainſt 
jury done us, our earneſt Entreaty that they migb weak « 
ſtop in rheir Diviſions when we are gone, and the Sy 
with an Appeal to the righteous Judge of all tn manner 
OY. | ns. _ Earth dering 


becauſe 


unfore- 
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Earth, and to the impartial World from their un- 
juſt dentence. 3 Ws 1 
Tu E principal Facts we have had occaſion to 
Mention, are prov d by the joynt Teſtimony of two 
Reverend and Learned Divines hereunto Annexed; 
whoſe eſtabliſhed Characters for Veracity, Under- 


{anding, and other valuable Miniſterial Accompliſu- 


nents muſt procure them intire Credit with all un- 
byaſs d Judges. The one is a Miniſter in the City of 
Dublin, and the other in Limerick. 

Wr muſt indeed, in point of Juſtice to the Sy- 
vod, as well as to ourſelves, obſerve that they haue 
wt by this Act, nor by any other Synodical Act of 


theirs, broken Chriſtian Communion with us; nor 


have they broken any Branch of Miniſterial Com- 
munion, except in. their Church-Judicatories ; and 
tha there is ſtill Room left, even by their own Act, 
for their &our mutual Miniſterial Communion in the 
Word and Sacraments and in all other Parts of pub- 
lick Worſhip: Which are the oft noble and valu- 
able Branches of the Miniſterial Office; in the 
Exerciſe: whereof (by the Bleſſing of God) the 
greateſt and moſt excellent Ends of the Holy Mi- 
niſtry are uſually obtain'd, according to the Inſti- 
tution of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, But we can't hut 
think, that tho” the Rupture goes no farther, by 
their Act, than an Excluſion from their Synodical 
Aſſociation, it was Unjuſt, ſeeing nothing that was 


Scandalous either in our Doctrine or Converſation, 


or that diſqualified us from joyning in their Coun- 
cils, was ſo much as Attempted to be proved a- 
gainſt us; and becauſe it may happen to Miſlead. 


weak Chriſtians, and to induce them to think that 
the Synod have proceeded to Exclude us from all 
manner of Communion, which it's plain to capfi- 
dering Perſons they have not. > 8 


9 - 


Iix js our Reſolution, for your Satisfaction, to h 
Print our Expedients for Peace, with a Narrative vere 
of the whole Proceedings, as ſoon as poſſible. And ſerve, 
we earneſtly Defire, and think we have a Right to did it 
demand and expect it as a piece of Common Juſtice, i bersm 
that you may entertain no Sentiments, and believe ſters 1 
no Reports prejudicial to our Characters and Uſe- ¶ jaws 
fulneſs, until you Read and ſeriouſſy Conſider that Argui 
Narrative: Until that can be prepared and pub- ,..: 5 
liſhed, we Recommend to your ſerious Confidera-M ,,ce i 

tion an Abridgment we are now to lay before you, d all 


of theReaſons of the Proteſtation of divers worthy MY ed, an 
Members, againſt our Excluſio. WM 
a3#4 — f T . * 45 8 : 1 wa Ah Y — 
TA REI R frft Reaſon, is, becauſe the Ground x 8 
for Excluding the Non-ſubſcribers have not been p,.... 


duly Enquir'd into, fairly Stated, nor mature cod 
Weighed by the Synod ; nor are they 1 ufficient to thi 

uſtify their Excluſion. For ſupporting this Res- verre 
| Wh they obſerve that there was ſuch. Precipitaty barg 
cy in the manner of Proceeding, as the Subſcribers hedr 


did nor ſo much as once Read over aur Epe. de R. 
dients for Peace, tho' that paper contains ſtrong 4 | 
Arguments againſt, a Breach upon the Foot on v, 
which the Synod have plac-d it; that it's a miſtake Fas 


| | 4 . Le LIP old 
ol FaR, to affert' (as the Overture does) that tte aach n 
F Principles contain d in our fix Propoſitions are or any jul 


Terms of Peace; that this Miſtake was detected 
in open Synod before the putting of the Queſti- Kom f 
on; and that the Miſtake was the occaſion of ſome (viz, i. 
being Enſnared, and preyailed on to Vote for tie vor car 
Overture, believing that the Non- ſubſcribers were re z 
for impoſing theit Principles upon the Synod ; and dach a 
had that Miſtake been Rectified, they would I the En 
: probably have Voted otherwiſe. . hey take no” | lociatic 
ice of its being contrary to Juſtice, agd ynverons 
ing the Wiſdom and Gravity of ſuch an * 
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bly, for the Synod to Condemn Principles, with- 
out making particular Mention of them, tho” they 
were often call'd upon to do it; they farther Ob- 
ſerve, that many who Voted for the Overture, 
did it from an Apprehenſion that the Non · ſubſcri- 
bers might ſometime hereafter ordain or inſtal Mini- 
ſters upon other Terms than what the Synod: al- 


| lows; and then they ſhow the weakneſs of ſuch 


Arguing, from this Conſideration, that ſuch a Caſe 
may perhaps never happen; and therefore a Rup- 
ture ſhould not be made, before it happen, and un- 
til all the Circumſtances of the Caſe be Conſider- 


ech and unleſs the neceſſity of breaking upon it be 
made Eyidenr. | | ; 


TIR fecond Reaſon, is, becauſe the Synod's 
Proceeding in this Caſe, is diſagreeable to, and in- 
conſiſtent with the known Rules of our Diſci- 
fine and Conſtitution : For the Non - ſubſcribers 
were excluded without a Libel, without any 
Charge of Error or of any irregular Practice, re- 
due d to a Certainty; without any fair Enquiry into 
the Relevancy or Truth of any Accuſation againſt 
them .; without the leaft Attempt made to con- 
nnce them of any Miſtake ; and their Excluſion 
8 attended with this dangerous Innouation, Which 
hath no Counteuance from Scripture, nor from 
ay Juſt Precedent in this or any well conſtituted 
fresbyterian Church, that Miniſters are excluded 
from ſome Branches of Miniſterial Communion 
(viz. in Church Judicatories) when they are not, 
nor can juſtly be, excluded from other confeſſedly 
more important Branches of miniſterial Communion: 
ha practice they look upon as inconfiſitut with 
the Ends of the Miniſtry, and of Eceleſiaſtical Al- 


ociations, and -deſtrufZive of the Rights and Li- 
*rties of Miniſters, and Congregations, and e- 
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verſtve of our Conſtitution. Divers of the Non: 


ſubſcribing Miniſters were abſent from this Synod; | 


and yet they are excluded from our Synodical 
Aſſociation : Thus have our Synod condemn'd wor- 


15% Miniſters of Chriſt, without uſing ſo much as 
the common Form of accuſing, citing, trying, and 


Hearing them in their own Defence. 
TAHEIRA third Reaſon, is taken from the unkind 
and ſevere manner of treating the Non- ſubſcribers, 
and the keen Spirit that appeared in thoſe by whole 
Intereſt and Influence the Overture was at laſt car- 
ried. Many moderate Subſcribers were for a De- 
lay of the Matter for a Year ; this was violently 
oppoſed, and carried in the Negative; others 
urg' d that the Debate ſhould be drop'd, without 
fixing a time for reſuming it; but this the Party 
wou'd by no means heatken to ; nay, tho the 
Motion that the Non: ſubſcribers ſhould wave their 
Priviledge of fitting in Synod, was firſt made by ſome 
who ſeem'd to be moſt intent on a Breach, and 
who declared their Readineſs to wave the Over- 
ture, at leaſt at this time, if the Non-ſubſcribers 
wou'd come into that Propoſal : Yet no ſooner 


had the Non-ſubſcribers made this Conceſſion, than 


it was drop'd, even by thoſe who:frſt- propoſed it, 
and the accepting it .vehemently oppoſed by o- 
thers; and after all tlie Methods purſued with 
ſuch Keeneſs and Severity, the Breach was voted, 
only by thirty five or thirty ſix Miniſters, too 
ſmall a Number to judge not only for themſelves, 
but for all their abſent Brethren, and in a matter 
ſo ſenſibly affecting all the Congregations of our 
Perſwaſion in the North of Jrelund. This is the 
Subſtance ol their Reaſons. i oc 4 
*I upon this Occaſion you give Way to uncha- 
ritable Surmizes, groundleſs Jealouſiès, and Ca 
bil T... mY 4 on lumnious 
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umnious Reports againſt your Miniſters, taking 
things upon T ruſt, trom a partial Regard to thoſe 
who find their Account in calling in the Aid of 


authoritative Decifions, which they are diſpos'd to 


execute by the mean Artifices of popular Detra&i- - 
on and Fury, againſt a Cauſe which they are not 
able to defeat by the fair Method of Argument 
from Scripture and Reaſon : If (ve ſay ) you 
ſhould give way to ſuch unchriſtian Methods for 
impoſing upon you, no doubt, this Synodical Rup- 
ture may prove ſhocking to you. But we hope bet- 
ter things of you; and that you will judge of us 
according to the Directions of the Apoſtle, eſteem- 
ing us for our Works ſake ; and in ſo far as we ſhall 
be found to have ſhown ourſelves Patterns of good 
Works, and diſcover'd in our Doctrine, Uncorrupt- 
2 Gravity, Sincerity, Jound Speech that cannot be 
ned. your own rea as well as Juſtice 
t0 us, obliges you to | 
1555 9 08 Yo has rengthen our Haut in the 
Ix you believe, what no Proteſtant denies, and 
what the e Confeſſion of Faith agreeably 


to the Holy Scripture expresſly ſays, that Syuods and 


Councils are not the Rule of Faith and Practice, you 

will examine the Deciſion of this Synod by the 
Word of God : And we undertake to prove, that 
it is a plain Violation of ſome important Laws of 


the Goſpel. We are very hopeful, that our Bleſ- 


ſed Lord and Maſter will diſcover to the Chur- 
ches under our paſtoral Care the Value and Ex- 


cellency of that precious Liberty wherewith he hath 
made them free, and wherein he hath commanded 
them to fland faſt ; and that theſe ENCROACH- 


MENTS, made by the Synod, both upon your 


Chriſtian Liberty and ours, will ALLARM all 


who have, any juſt Value for the Priviledges of 
„„ „ Commu⸗ 


\ 


[. 420 1 ] } 3 
nion eſtabliſhed by the Goſpel- Charter, and that 
by the overruling Wiſdom of Providence they will nuch r 
prove an Occafton of opening the Eyes of many. Waal Rel 
As we are Miniſters of Chrift, and watch for your Idirerte 
Souls as thoſe who muft give an Account, we think Ito you 
ourſelves obliged to believe nothitig ourſelves, and Mand IN 
to deliver nothing to you, as a patt of the Chriſti- ¶ than ev 
an Religion, but What is taught in the Holy ſis God 
Seriptures, the perfect Rule of Faith and Chriſtiau Servant 
Obedience. The WH OLE Diſcipline of the Winer Go 
Church of Chriſtas well as it's Doctrine, and Wor- ar N. 
ſuip is perfettly and Fully deſcribed in the BIBLE. Wie 1i/; 
Whatever the Synod, or any others can prove Is we þ 
from thence, we will cheerfully embrace, profeſs, ¶ Author 
and practice: And whatever hath no Foutiidation MERE] 
there, we reject it (if impoſed on us) as an Af. Mheared: 
front to our Saviour's Authority and Wiſdom, and Wmaintai 
an Injury to ourſelves and our Fellow Chriftians, MWCauſe te 
as well as to ſincere Religion; which is always cor- Nou o 
rupted by any Addition of neu Terms of Commu- frincipl 
nion, however ſpecious the Pretences for making Mead UC: 
or them may be „ Rejo 
Dear Brethren, we beſeech you to be mindfull Mat, in 
of the great things wherein the Kingdom of God 
"conſiſts, viz. Righteouſneſs, Peace und Joy in the Hi 
/ Ghoſt, hat by ſerv ing Chriſt in theſe things, jou may 
Be acceptable io God and approved of Men. Mort out Ne Mir 
your own Salvation with Fear and Trembling. And 2s | 
-our Synadical Aſſemblies have, for ſome Tears paſt, 
been the Stages of Contention'; we hope, von 


to you 


will chink it the '/eſs Diſadvantage that your 'At- Nou up i 
fairs are now ont of their Hands; and being de- Whoſe Ch 
livered from the unhappy Oecaſion of uncom fort- Whiriz, fo 

able Diſputes about Points of comparatively little Wor your 
Moment in themſelves, however grievous the In- Wir wo 

e made 


Hein of them may be+; we earneſtly recommend it 
n e 3 0 
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will Nnuch more important Concerns of ſerious practi :- 
nany. Neal Religion, from which you have been too much 
r your Idirerted. And we would particularly recommend 
think io you, on this Occaſion, a MORE CLOSE. 
8, and end IMMEDIATE ADHERENCE to Chriſt 
hriſti· Wehan ever; caling no Man upo Earth Myfter 3-and 

Holy Is God alone is ohe Lord of Conſoience, and the 
riſtian Nerrants of Chriſt are diſcharged from being Lord 
the Ner God's Heritage, and from having Dominion ouer 
Wor- ur Faith, tale Care that your Fuith ftland not in 
BLE. Nie Wiſdom of Men, but in the Power of God. And 

prove Ws we have publickly aſſerted the ſole Legiſlative 
rofeſs, MAnthority of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and SUF- 
dation MERE Dla Syodical Exctyfron, for acting what ap- 
an Af · ¶peared to us a neceffary Daty in Purſuance of our 
m, and maintaining it; ſo we hope, you ſhall never have _ 
iſtians, NCauſe to charge us with claiming or exerciſing any 
ys cor- NPouer over you, inconſiſtent with THAT GREAT 
»mmiu- rrinciple. It is our great Comfort, under all the 
niking ad Uſage we have met with, that we have for 
Nur Rejoycing the Teſtimony of our Conſcience ; and 
indfull What, in the Opinion of ſuch Minifters of our Per- 
ff Gol Wor through” the WHOLE Kingdem as_are 
the Hi- Fnongſt the t Eiinent For Piety, Eeaminig, 
yon may charity, and extenſive Uſefulneſs in the Work of 
ork out Ihe Miniſtry, we: deſerved no fuch Treatment 


om the Syndd. And if to theſe Comforts the 
paſt, Word ſhall be pleaſed to add this one, 'that ear 
e, you Waborrs may be'ſucceſsfal' amongſt you, for bnilding 
ur At- ou up in Faith and Holineſs, for cheriſming in e 
ing de- Wiole Chriſtian Virtues which are the Fry of the 
miort- Whirie, for checking Diviſions and Animofities, and 


y little Wor your growing in Grace und in the "Knbwledge e 
e H Led and Sævichr. ©eſvs Chriſt ; our Souls ball 


e made to rejoyce in our Tribulations, with an hap- 


you, that you will burn vor Thoughts to the 


py 


5 (can: ÞÞ. 
| Py Proſpact of your being our Foy and Crown in tj 
Day of the Lord. We conclude: our 'Exhortatioy 

in the Words of the Apoſtle, (Phil. 4.8, 9.) N 
nally, Brethren, whatſoever things are true, whatſyew 
things are honeſt, whatſoever things are juit, whatſ 
ever things are pure, whatſoever things are lovely, what 


blate to 
eir th 
n Satu: 
epreſen 
Pune 29 
oe ver things are of good Report; if there be an y vertue | 
and if there be any praiſe, think ou theſe things. Tos 
things de. and the God of peace ſhall be wit 
yon. This in the Name, and by Appointment 
of the Presbytery of | Antrim, is ſubſcribed by 


Dear . Brethren, 


Your Servants in the Woll 


ol the Goſpel for Jeſus ſake 
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Ha peruſed and confidered the above Le 
1 ;Þ ter of the Presbytery of Antrim to their Con | 
 Sregarions; andbeingdefired by our Reverend Null JO! 

- - fubſcribing Brethren to, .Certify, as impartial Wit 

neſſes, the, Truth of the Facts ſer forth in ſaid Let 

ter, ſo far as we know them; we do bereby Certiſ 

that we attended all the Seſſions of the Generd 

Synod which met at Dumannon on Tueſday! 
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21ſt Inſtant, except their it on Tueſday Evening - 3 

and their. ſecond on. Wedneſday Morning, until l Apolo, 

© Saturday, inclufive, and that from our own Kno Kl. 

ledge al the Fatis contain'd in {aid Letter, wo Breach 
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Ut in tl Lute to what was tranſacted in the Synod from 
ortationieir third Seſſion on Wedneſday, to their Seſſion 
— Fl Saturday laſt Incluſive, are truly and faithfully 
lit yheve 


preſented in ſaid Letter. As Witneſs our Hands 
11100 une 29th, 1726. e „* 
ly, wad Fl 


R. CRoppPIN. 
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Irinted by James Blow and 
are to be {old at his Shopin _ 
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0 FA D E FE N CE of the Seaſonable Advice, 
til f in Anſwer to Mr. Charles Maftertoun 5 
Kno Apology, by Mr. John Abernethy. 7 


SCRIPTURE-PLEA againſt a fatal Rupture and 
Breach of Chriſtian-communion amongſt the Preſ- 
byterians in the North of treland, by Mr. 

James Kirkpatrick." © „ 
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ost 11 coil by Gade Blow, . 
be HE TRTAL of Mt) Thimas Nevin before" 
General Synod A Dungaunon i in June 17 247 
the REASO NS: of the Proteſt againk | 1 
Deciſion of the nod in his Ale publif 
by Mr. Nevin. DEF 
REASONS againſt the ene of Fü 
SC R IPT TON to the We eftminſter-Conteſhg 
ot any ſuch Teſts of Orthodoxy ; rogether wt 
ANSIVERS to the Arguments for ſach Ipof 
ont, by Mr. Samuel Haliday. 
A LETT TER to the Reverend Mr. Giltert Ra 
_ occaſioned by ſorae, perſenaFi Reflections 
tained in his ANS/VER to Mr. Haliday's Bl 
ſons agains? the Impoſition of Subſcription ul 
E Mr. Haliday. . 8 4 
| "REASONS for MODERATION i in the preſi 1 
Debates amongſt the Presbyterians in the Noll 
of freland, by Mr. John Elder. 
Tur. Duty of Chriſtians to live together in 
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